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Another little gem from the Emerald Isle.  
Irishman Ben Reel has consistently released solid albums 
over the past 10 years. My last CD encounter was 2007’s 
fabulous New Horizon.  
Now on his fifth album, Time To Get Real, keeps that 
tradition well and truly alive with a dazzling collection of 
Americana crossover songs that ought to have ears pricking 
at all the ‘real music’ stations. Reel has a penchant for 
ignoring fads and trends keeping the focus on real music which is why he’s become a cult artist in his 
native Ireland, though sadly he hasn’t been picked up as genuine singer-songwriter in the UK. Everybody 
in the business knows he’s hot stuff having supported Jools Holland, Alabama 3, The Cranberries and stage 
star Michael Ball no less. The good news is he doing rather well in Holland, Belgium and Germany.  
As an introduction to the album he’s released Feel Alive as a single. The down and dirty groove has some 
sublime guitar licks carried by a great melody and his rough edged vocals.  

 
This box of delights opens with a gentle country shuffle in the form of Rainy Night as the band moves with 
confidence and swagger, again with Reel dropping in some superb guitar breaks and a fine line in vocal 
gymnastics including falsetto along with a Neil Young-like harmonica swish. The introduction of songbird 
Julieanne Reek on the deliciously tender love ballad Summers Always Here only adds to the romantic 
mood. With a troubled heart he gushes with lyrics like – “You’re like the warm summer sun that’s rising / 
Feel your warm love in my heart / Melting away the cold ice of winter / The storms have passed / There’s a 
new life on the way.”  
Embracing an eclectic mindset, Keep On Drivin’ takes on a C.C.Rider rockabilly hue drenched in honeyed 
vocals, stylish pedal steel, thumping basslines and wah wah, whereas Time Slips Away is deeply reflective, 
yearning for his childhood days and the onset of wisdom now he’s turned 35. A heavy funky bass, rolling 
organ, and acoustic chords make Who You Are the albums catchiest song, with the main hook coming in 
the chorus.  
For Old And Wise Reel delves deep into a more traditional Irish template which brings forward his wishes 
not to die a typical rock’n’roll death – “Don’t wanna overdose like a rockin-roll star /Or choke on my vomit 
after whiskey in the jar.” By far the best song on the album, closes it – the stripped back dusty-bowl ballad 
Old Bog Road. Reverbed harmonica leads to gentle acoustic picks, chords slabs and wailing solos, on what 
is essentially a mournful ballad.  
The verdict – Quality album.  
Weblinks: benreel.com  
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Ben Reel 
Album:Time To Get Real 
Label:Self Released 
Website: http://www.myspace.com/benreelband 
I guess when it comes to the blues, growing up in Ireland gives 
you a real introduction to spirit and passion and not always in a 
good way. There's lots to inspire and Ben Reel has absorbed 
those influences and let them inform his particular style of 
travelling blues. "Time To Get Real" isn't a classic troubadour 
album, but it is deep hearted blues packed with characters, 
places and just a wee bit of drinking. The songs are strong 
through out, all could standalone without being thought of as 
filler. Time to step up from being a solid support to being the 
headliner. 
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BEN REEL Time To Get Real (2009)  
Play this new Ben Reel CD to any music aficionado, and ask them where it was 
recorded. Nine out of ten would say Nashville. Guaranteed.  
 
Now, Ben Reel may not be a household name (yet), but let's assume for a 
moment his work is unfamiliar to you. OK, what genre music would you say Time 
To Get Real was? No problem - southern, country blues rock.  
 
And name any influences you can hear at play? Again, no problem - Neil Young 
is an obvious one, but also Springsteen and perhaps Chris Isaak and even a little 
Clapton circa 361 Ocean Boulevard.  
 
So, nationality? No brainer - a man from the deep south of the US of A.  
 
Wrong on all accounts, because Time To Get Real is the 5th album in 10 years 
from Irish guitarist and singer songwriter Ben Reel. And naturally it was recorded 
in Monaghan in the north of the emerald isle.  
 
In reviewing Ben's last album New Horizon (2007) - which had an altogether 
more 'west coast' feel - we pondered on image, and what might make Ben stand 
out from the likes of Marc Cohn.  
 
It may be that with Time to Get Real, and diving deep into Americana, Ben has 
found his niche. Beautifully played and recorded it's bound to strike a chord with 
the market that's fuelling the resurgence of Neil Young, and Springsteen's 
exploration of the American psyche.  
 
But the challenge is still to get his music across the pond. It's not easy to crack 
America - many have tried and failed, but the rootsy warmth of the songs, the 
soulful singing and classy playing (some wonderful blues guitar and harmonica 
work) would undoubtedly be lapped up with a little exposure.  
 
So remember the name - Ben Reel - a real class act. 
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Ben Reel releases album number five 
 
Time to Get Real is the name and rock is the game. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE REEL DEAL   cd review from Jackie Hayden "Hotpress" 
vol:34, issue 07 April 21st 2010 
  
On this album "Time To Get Real", Monaghan,s Ben Reel explores the 
rockier side of folk-country while alsoadding his own personal bluesy twists. 
The loping "Rainy Night" has a Neil Young feel, forlorn lyrics and some 
cracking falsetto vocals. There,s a boot tapping Springsteen grittiness to 
"Feel Alive", while Julieanne Reel becomes his Emmylou for the delightfully 
upbeat "Summers Always here". A rural Band-like swell underpins Reel,s 
songs with terrific results. Overall, there,s no fat on the bone. 
  
PICK OF THE FORTNIGHT: BEN REEL 
  



English translation 
  
Ben Reel is part of the wide array of successful songwriters born 
and raised in Ireland. More precisely, the North and 
administratively part of the English crown. Yet in his music are 
heard echoes of Neil Young or Bruce Springsteen rather than 
those of the island's musical tradition. Twenty years ago Ben 
Reel Trim The Velvet founded the group while his debut album 
This is the Movie goes back to 1999. Among his collaborations 
Jools Holland, Alabama 3 and the Cranberries. Time to Get Real 
is the fifth solo album of his production and songwriting reveals a 
very mature feature that is revealed from the first track "Rainy 
Nights fact voice, guitar and harmonica, and highlighted by Time 
Just Slips Away from the piano, while" Feel Alive and Who You 
Are "shows the soul of rock Reel. Bella and instrumentation 
essential Raise of Glass. Ben Reel from the disc proves to have 
great potential also live. Let us hope they can be accommodated. 
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Ben Reel  
Time to get Real  
B.Reel Records ***   
The opening track in Ben Reel’s 20th anniversary album is a cracker. Rainy Nights nails down the 
pang of loneliness that emigrants feel when they are far from home and someone says something 
that just triggers regret. The easy, soulful melody and performance underlines the impact, with 
Reel’s singing striking just the right note. It is the high point of the album. Though Feel Alive , 
the title track and the gospel of Old Bog Road come close, too many of these songs are worthy, 
well-meaning and just a little predictable. That said, the Armagh singer-songwriter comes across 
as a honest man determined to use his love of music to best effect, and he is lucky in having a 
band, particularly guitarist Mick McCarney, full of expession and no little skill. 
www.benreel.com 
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BEN REEL 
Time to Get Real 
B Reel CD 
www.benreel.com 
 
 
Pop music doesn't have to be an endless quest for novelty. The fact that Ben Reel's 
sixth album could have been released at any time in the past 40 years is not a put down. 
Music that uses conventional instrumentation and basic folk/roots/pop forms doesn't 
have to be humdrum and predictable - it's all down to the song. Ben Reel's songs ooze a 
romantic Irish melancholy and passion. 'Summers Always Here' is a gorgeous love song. 
On this, and several other tracks, the pure female backing vocals of Julieanne Reel 
(wife? sister?) really complement Ben's singing, which is not to say he's a slouch in this 
department himself. The other ballads, like 'Time Just Slips Away' are also strong, 
mixing folk, pop and alt.country influences, with lots of brushed drums, unpretentious 
guitar and subtle keyboards. Apparently Mr.Reel has been playing for over two decades 
and this is his sixth solo album in ten years, but he has managed to stay off my radar 
until now. For new listeners this is a good place to start.  
Phil Suggitt 




