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Stepanian are one of the hardest working independent rock bands in Boston, they
released the debut album "For lack of better words" in 2003 and exploded onto the club
scene with sold out shows to follow.

They put out the sophomore effort "Autumn she leaves" in 2005 which featured a guest
appearance by Universal recording artist Stephen Kellogg.

Now in early 2007, frontman Eric Stepanian and his band takes another step on the
ladder of success with the 5 track EP "Wait out the rain".

It's just a matter of time before Stepanian will break through since there will always be an
audience for this type of timeless rock music - names like Eddie Money, Huey Lewis
and The Hooters floats by while listening to these songs.

Adam Schertzer on saxophone gives the music even more Huey Lewis and The News
vibes, we get 5 really nice songs but "Straight up" feels a bit stronger than the others.
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Stepanian - Wait Out The Rain (Self Released)

Stepanian latest release Wait Out The Rain is a solidly produced ep full of well written,honest
rock pop songs. It starts off with Beautiful Disguise a catchy very radio friendly song that is well
written, got great melodies,harmonies,good vocals and lyrics. Plus the saxophone used in the
Chorus is a nice touch to the song. | could so hear this on radio and people lapping it up.
Everything is a funky rock tune that turns into a solid rock pop tune that got great melodies and
harmonies, solid vocals and good lyrics. This is also a very radio friendly song that be a hit with
the people. The harmonica used in this song is a nice touch. Straight Up is rock with a dash of pop
melodies. It's a good honest enjoyable song that works well. It's catchy like the rest of them. Good
solid vocals,melodies,harmonies and good musicianship. It's a nicely written song too. Falling is a
rock song that is well crafted, good vocals,good musicianship, it is a joy to ears. Like all the songs
on here it's radio friendly and in a good way. The song isn't stale the band know how to write
songs that breathe life into rock pop music genre and touches like Saxophone and Harmonica add
to listening experience. It finishes off with Caroline which is a nice rock song with pop melodies. It
is like others a joy to listen to as it's well sung,well written and well played. Overall this a good
produced EP, that's sounds like it could be on a major label but you would be surprised that they
did this themselves. | can see this doing well for the band and raising it's profile. This worth a

listen and telling friends about. Good Stuff.
Michael Jantz - Snapshots Of The Universe (Ruby Records)

Michael Jantz plays rock music with an acoustic edge. His new album Snapshots Of The Universe is
a well produced enjoyable solid listen of an album. It starts off with Love Is But An Ocean which is
a solid rock song that has great vocals and melodies,good solid lyrics. It really solid song that

really pulls you in. Always On Time is a nice laid back song that has great melodies,harmonies,good
vocals and great backing vocals by Hannah Prater. It brings you in with it's nice sweet vocals, good

lyrics and great harmonies and melodies. You is a nice upbeat catchy rock song with good

http://larisa.orcon.net.nz/fanzine/music.html Page 1 of 31
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Stepanian
Graham Bailey
02/11/2007

"Wait Out The Rain" 2007 Self Release
Score: 8.5 (of 10)

Wait Out The Rain is the new EP by Boston quartet Stepanian. The band previously
released two full-length albums, 2003’s For Lack Of Better Words, and 2005’s Autumn
She Leaves. The music on Wait Out The Rain is a poppy singer-songwriter-y light rock.
The music is fairly catchy and well played, with things like the funky bass on
“Everything” standing out as particularly good. Unfortunately at times the music is a bit
bland, such as the smooth jazz saxophone that feels a bit tacked-on at the end of
“Beautiful Disguise.” The vocals are sweet and melodic, clear and well done, sounding
more singer-songwriter than rock. The lyrics are a bit derivative and cheesy at times,
such as “Beautiful Disguise” which features the chorus: “I feel like I’ve been changing in
the dark/ With this spotlight on my heart/ I can’t see in your eyes/ For one last goodbye/
So maybe you’re my beautiful disguise.”

Overall: Some catchy, well-played music, and good vocals.
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THE INTERNET HAS A FEW

First there was Oktoberfest, then Rocktoberfest, and now the time has
finally come for Boston’s first annual BLOGtoberfest. The event kicks off
tonight at Match (94 Mass Ave., Boston). October-related puns aside,
there is actually a very serious 50-geek limit for the "fest, so don’t arrive
late or prepare for that feeling of rejection you’re probably pretty accus-
tomed to by now. We trust people there will be nicer to you than we just

were. For more info call 617-247-9922.
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Stepan out
tonight

[PROFILE Stepanian are one

of those bands who name
themselves after the last
name of their leader. Like
Bon Jovi, Santana, and
Hoobastank. What? None
of the guys in Hoobastank
were named Hoobastank?
Why the hell would they
name their band Hoobas-
tank then? No matter. This
is about Stepanian, and
after the last name thing,
all other “one of those
bands” comparisons end.
The songs on their new CD
“Wait Out the Rain,” are
perfectly polished, buoy-
ant soft rock nuggets,
minus the schmaltz. Actu-
ally, there’s a little bit of
the schmaltz sometimes
when the ’8os-sounding
sax comes in. But consider
it a guilty pleasure. They
release “Wait Out” tonight
at g9 at Harper’s Ferry (158
Brighton Ave., Allston).
For more info visit
www.harpersferryboston.com
METRO/PH

McCartney accused of
abuse by Mills £#

[T Britain’s Daily Mail
reported yesterday that
leaked court documents
filed by Heather Mills in

‘She is a very gener-
ous person who

spends most of her time
trying to help others...

MCCARTNEY EXPRESSING HIS
DISAPPOINTMENT IN THE
MEDIA’S PORTRAYAL OF
MILLS IN A STATEMENT

RELEASED MAY 17, 2006.,,

her divorce from Paul
McCartney accuse the for-
mer Beatle of spousal
abuse. In a statement,
McCartney’s lawyers said
their client could not com-
ment directly on the alle-
gations because of ongo-
ing legal proceedings, but
“Our client will be defend-
ing these allegations vigor-
ously and appropriately.”
Here’s a timeline of the
marriage gone wrong.

JUNE 11, 2002 — Paul
McCartney and Heather
Mills are married at St. Sal-
vator’s Church in
Glaslough, Ireland. Ringo
Starr, David Gilmour, Elton
John and Steve Buscemi
are among the attendees.

OCT. 28, 2003 — Beatrice
Milly McCartney is born.
The baby girl is McCart-
ney’s fifth child and Mills’
first.

MAY 17, 2006 — In a joint
statement released on
McCartney’s Web site, he
and Mills announce their
separation, blaming the
public for its “constant
intrusion into our private
lives.” In a separate state-
ment, McCartney express-
es disappointment in the
media’s portrayal of Mills.
“She is a very generous
person who spends most
of her time trying to
help others...”

AUG. 8, 2006 — McCartney’s
security calls police when
one of Mills’ guards
climbed a wall at McCart-
ney’s London home to let
her in after the locks had
been changed.

YESTERDAY — Mills accuses
McCartney of spousal
abuse and heavy drug use,
according to the Daily
Mail. She also claims that
McCartney once stabbed
her in the arm with a bro-
ken wine glass, grabbed
her by the throat, and
refused to let her breast-
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NOT THE DROPKICKS OR THE STONES, BUT...
Curious as to who wooed you in between the instrumental por-
tions of “Gimme Shelter” during “The Departed?” It’s classical
guitarist Sharon Isbin, left, who will open the Boston Philhar-
monic’s 2006-2007 season beginning tonight through Sunday.
Tickets range from $16 to $76, which is actually enough money
to see “The Departed” one to eight times. For more info call 617-
236-0999 or visit www.bostonphil.org. METRO/AC

LOVE WILL TEAR US

APART?
feed their daughter € €1 guess,inaway,
Beatrice, saying, “They you could say there’s a
are my breasts.” subterranean gay
METRO/DH undertone to the
movie, though we
' never intended it. In
Mills says Hollywood it’s almost
McCartney de rigeur to have some
once sort of love interest.
§tabbed her Even when it distracts
m.the arm from the story, they
with a always tack it on any-
brpken way. And it’s never
wine glass. funny. KYLE GASS

ON THE NEW TENACIOUS D
MOVIE, “THE PICK OF DES-
TINY” AS QUOTED IN THE
NOVEMBER ISSUE OF PLAY-
BOY. SEE? WE DO READ IT
FOR THE ARTICLES.
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All your services. All from Verizon.
—="_All on one bill. For less than $99 a month.
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SCISSORS

Tuesday, October 24th

at a Boston Theatre
For a chance to attend, send an email
with your name and address to
freebies@metro-hoston.com
Please put “Running with Scissors” in the subject.
¥ Deadline for entries: 10/19/06 at 5pm

ISSORS
P4

E RESTRICTED
UNDER 17 REQUIRES ACCOMPANYING
o
No purchase necessary. While supplies last. One entry per
person or address. Each winner will receive one (admit 2) pass.
No phone calls please. Seating is not guaranteed.

Opens in theaters

October 27th

You're not asking for much. Just your TV,
Internet and phone from one reliable
place. And at one low price of less than
$99 a month.

3 services. At your service.

DIRECTV® service through Verizon gives
you over 155 channels, including access to
over 30 premium movie channels. Add in
Verizon Online DSL (connection speeds up
to 768 Kbps) and you’ll be zipping through

En:| Verizon. It’s all you want.
= i==| Call 1-888-735-5043 or visit verizon.com

the Net. Then top it off with Freedom
Essentials unlimited calling, which
includes calls to Puerto Rico and Guam.

It's easy to have everything you want.

Having it all has never been easier. Not to
mention affordable. Get all three services
for less than $99 a month. To order,

call 1-888-735-5043 or visit verizon.com.
And give cable the kiss-off.
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Verizon reminds you to always download legally.

$95.93/mo. price excludes applicable taxes and fees and includes Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM at $39.95/mo., Verizon Online DSL at $17.99/mo. and the DIRECTV TOTAL CHOICE® package at $37.99/mo. Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service

is required. Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be a new or fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Service not available in all areas or on all tele-
phone lines and subject to final confirmation of services by Verizon. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you must select and retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon
Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Billng name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized
to make changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential customers in selected areas. Additional terms and conditions apply. Valid through 9/30/06. Offer valid
for new DIRECTV residential lease customers only. A $4.99/mo. lease fee applies to 2nd and each additional receiver. Price based on subscribing to a qualifying DIRECTV programming package or Service bundle of $39.99/mo. or above. Price based on
the monthly price of DIRECTV service with qualifying Verizon services. DIRECTV service charges will appear on your Verizon bill. Billing name and address must be the same on the Verizon and DIRECTV accounts. Customer must be authorized to make
changes to both accounts. DIRECTV service provided by DIRECTV and subject to credit approval. In certain markets, programming and pricing may vary. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change. Taxes not included. Equipment not
transferable and may not be sold. Pricing residential. Receipt of DIRECTV programming is subject to the terms of the DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and mailed to customers in the first month. DIRECTV, the Cyclone
Design logo and TOTAL GHOICE are registered trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. Al other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners. Price excludes applicable taxes and fees.

©2006 Verizon. All Rights Reserved.
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Boston music news: March 23,
2007

Notes on Stepanian and Asa Brebner
By JIM SULLIVAN | March 20, 2007 | % Recommended By 5 People

New England Music News {

Stepanian

Singer/guitarist Eric Stepanian formed a band called STEPANIAN while he was in college
in Delaware and then brought them to Boston when it was time to get serious. At least he
tried: the other members weren't into the move, so Stepanian came alone in 2003 and re-
formed the group with bassist Michael Simon, drummer John Mansollilo, and
saxophonistflutistkeyboardist Adam Schertzer. They begin a month of Wednesday-
residency gigs at the Paradise Lounge on April 4, celebrating their new Wait Out the Rain
EP. Stepanian describes the band’s sound as “early Bruce Spingsteen meets Counting
Crows and Ryan Adams. On the EP, it's us getting more mature, more polished.” He's
been talking with labels, and a residency is also a showcase of sorts.
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Band

to play
benefit
In Bristol

By MIKE CHAIKEN
EDITIONS EDITOR

Fans of Boston-based
band Stepanian won’t have
much longer to wait for a
follow-up to 2007’s “Wait
Out The Rain.”

The band’s name sake,
and chief songwriter Eric
Stepanian, and the rest of
the band have been feeling
creative.

On the band’s MySpace
page
(MySpace.com/stepanian),
the group writes how it
spent the summer of 2009
in a writing mode— in
preparation for Stepanian’s
third effort.

(Stepanian is on the
bill with No Second Troy
and Colourslide at the

Stepanian plays Bleachers in Bristol as part of the Jimmy V Fest on Sept. 26.

Stepanian hunkers down to write

Jimmy V Fest, which will be
held at Bleacher’s on
Middle Street in Bristol on
Saturday, Sept. 26.)

In a phone call to Eric’s
home in Cambridge, Mass.,
he said he’s been holed up
in a beach house or at his
home writing, writing, writ-
ing.

“It’s been going great,”
said Eric of his progress on
the new songs.

Writing at home is a
break from the past, said
Eric. Typically, he said, the
band wrote their music on
tour buses. Then they
would road test the new
material in front of a live
audience before deciding to
commit the new creations
to record.

By spending the sum-
mer in one place and writ-
ing, Eric said he and the
band (fellow collaborator
Michael Simon, Adam
Schertzer, and John
Mansolillo) how have time
to think about the songs
more. They are able to
record some demos, allow

the tracks to simmer a bit,
and then figure out if the
parts and melodies work.

Although the break this
summer has helped the
songwriting, Eric said it has
resulted in some anxiety.
He said he’s used to travel-
ing every day. “I need to be
doing something.”

As for what he hopes to
accomplish with
Stepanian’s third album,
Eric said, “Every songwriter
is trying to write that per-
fect song... finding the
melody and the lyric sub-
ject matter that clicks all
the way through... I draw
inspiration from that,
things falling into place...
That to me is kind of is
where (the album) is head-
ed).”

But, Eric added, “I
want to do a record that,
ultimately, will be consis-
tent with what people loved
in the past, but has a fresh
take (of what Stepanian) is,’
said Eric.

Asked what inspires
the subject matter of his

3

music, Eric said he draws
from relationships, either
intimate or friendship-
based. He also draws from
what happens in his life in
general.

Eric said he grew up on
singer-songwriters when
asked what musical artists
inspired him. He cited
recording artists such as
Bruce Springsteen, Bob
Dylan, and Jim Croce as
some of his favorites. He
also likes to tap into the alt
country feel of artists like
Ryan Adams. (“I like coun-
try,” said Eric.)

Despite these throw
back influences, Stepanian’s
sound, however, still man-
ages to sound contempo-
rary. The band’s music
would not sound out of
place alongside such popu-
lar groups as Jack’s
Mannequin and O.A.R.

“It’s good to run paral-
lel (to artists that are popu-
lar now),” said Eric.

If you watch the
Bristol-based ESPN on a
regular basis, you also may

have heard Stepanian’s
music used in some of the
segments on the sports net-
work.

Eric said ESPN’s dis-
covery of Stepanian is a bit
of a “Cinderella story.” He
said the band was playing a
gig in New York City. Some
people from ESPN hap-
pened to be in the audi-
ence. After the show, the
ESPN representatives came
up to the members of
Stepanian and said they
loved the music. The ESPN
connections bought a copy
of the group’s CD. “We kept
in touch,” said Eric. Then
ESPN called and said they
wanted to use the band’s
song, “Criminal” for a clip
on Baseball Tonight.

“You never know what
is gong to happen with a
live show and who will be
there,” said Eric.

The Jimmy V Fest at
Bleachers, Middle Street,
Bristol on Saturday, Sept 26
at 7 p.m. is a fundraiser for
the V Foundation for
Cancer Research. The V

TIM LLEWELLYN

Foundation was founded by
Jim Valvano, a former col-
lege basketball coach and
broadcaster on ESPN as he
battled cancer. It is dedicat-
ed to finding a cure.

“We take on benefits
we believe in,” said Eric
when asked why the band
step forward to perform at
the JimmyV Fest. “This one
is close to home.” He
explained, “My dad was
diagnosed with prostate
cancer and beat it.”

“This (cause) just
seemed to click in the right
ways,” said Eric.

At the Jimmy V Festival,
Eric said fans can expect
the energy of a typical rock
show. However, he said the
band also tries to connect
to the audience while the
four of them are on stage.
“Whether you've seen us or
not, we like to keep that
element of freshness.”

For more information,
go to BleachersBarCT.com,
JimmyV.org/events,
MySpace.com/Stepanian or
Stepanianband.com.
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Stepanian Gets Schooled; Not Your Average Tribute Band; ' Deth At Six Flags
By Gary Carra
October 26 2006

There’s an old adage in show biz: It doesn’t matter what they say about you, as long as they spell your
name right. The truth is, both critics and fans alike have had a lot of nice things to say about Eric
Stepanian and his merry band of Baystate-based bandmates. Like Bon Jovi, Dio and Winger, however,
Stepanian’s band name is taken from its singer’s last name. And since Eric Stepanian also happens to
front the quartet rounded out by Adam Schertzer , Michael Simon and John Mansolillo , the verbal
butcherings have, by Stepanian’s own admission, been as brutal as they are frequent.

“Stephanie, Stepanism... Stephanopoulis... you name it,” he laughs. “But hey, what were we going to do? |
mean, Hootie & The Blowfish was already taken.”

Despite its marble-mouth inducing moniker, Stepanian has managed to carve some impressive notches in
its proverbial pop/rock headboard since its current lineup took form in 2004.

First, ABC Family cable channel came a-courting, licensing—and of course, playing—the Stepanian track
“These Days” in an episode of Knock First . In the months that followed, the band found itself sharing
stages with the likes of Jason Mraz, Maroon 5 and Rusted Root at stops on the local circuit.

More recently, Stepanian has mined the fertile ground of college campus performances. “We showcased at
the 2004-05 NACA (National Association for Campus Activities) Northeast Conference and the 2004-05
NACA Mid-Atlantic Festival and our set went over really well,” Stepanian says. “Anytime you can throw
some Van Halen and Michael Jackson into your set, you get a frenzied reaction from college kids.”

That said, as evidenced by the recently-released EP Wait Out The Rain , Stepanian isn’t about to jettison
its original compositions.

Moreover, as a planned Iron Horse stop Oct. 26 will attest to, one needn’t possess a student ID to
experience their patented blend of upbeat, melodic grooves live, either.

To hear a sample yourself—or learn more about the local show or the band—kindly point your browser to
the official Stepanian online companion: www.stepanianband.com.
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